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INTRODUCTION 



In the spring of 1975, a group of individuals representing the disciplines 
of English, History, and Philosophy met to discuss the possibility of establishing 
a liberal arts -based inaster's degree program at Frostburg State College. Basic 
ideas discussed at this initial meeting and subsequent meetings included: 1) what 
is the eiiucational purpose and value of an interdisciplinary liberal arts degree; 
2) how Height such a program be structured; 3) who (students) night participate in 
such a program; k) who (faculty) would staff and administer the program; 5) how 
much would it cost to support the program; and 6) what forms of support currently 
exist which might be used to explore the feasibility of establishing such a progranit 

During the fall semester, 1975, the heads of the departmsnts of English, 
History, Modem Foreign Languages, and Philosophy drafted a "Tentative, Working 
Proposal for a Master of Arts Degree in Modem Studies." This proposal presented 
descriptions^ of several key areas to include t program description; need for and 
value of program; demand for the program; resources required; costs; program content 
(general mechanics); program objectives; and, program evaluation. While many of 
these areas were described in considerable detail, others were not# For exanple, 
specific information was desired as to how students (current and potential) per- 
ceived the proposed program. It would be helpful to program planners to have 
sooie indication as to how the nearby educational community viewed the proposed pro- 
gram as well as how community leaders and influential^ viewed the program. These 
kinds of concerns gave rise to this investigation. 

STATEMENT OF PDRPOSE 
The ptirpose of this investigation was to collect and analyse responses to 
questions raised by the program planolng committee concerning the proposed pro- 
gram of 9tudy, Master of Arts in Modern Studies. The questions hid to do with the 
value and desirability of the proposed program; validity of program objectives; 
the occupational implications of the program; and the like. The comraittee beUeved 



iiiAt the tentative working proposal provided that neaaure of Internal consensus 
which could sez^ as the Impetus for fomal proposal development. What was 
needed, howaver, was some form of axternal measure of consensus ^Ich could serve 
to verify the cocmnittee's Intentions* The purpose of this study then, was to 
attaii;)t to measure and define extex*nal public reaction to the proposed program* 

BACKGROUND INFORMMION 

Th'? S.entatlve working proposal appears In the appendix of this report, 
immediately following these introductory comments appears an abbreviated descrip- 
tion of the proposed program. This description is quite brief. The material in 
the appendix presents more complete information. 

The description that follows was sent to eaoh member of the populations 

surveyed I and it is this description upon which those participants baaed their 

responses to the questionnaires. 

Modern Studies 
A Working Proposal 

^kx^em Studies: The Humanities in the 20th Century is jin interdisciplin- 
ary program focused on 20th-ce|itury man. It is supported by the depart- 
ments of HLstcary, Philosophy, ai-d English, along with Modern Foreign Lan- 
guages; and it is offered in cooperation with the departments of Education 
and Management. Also, the departments of Art, Music, and Speech and 
Theatre may contribute through course offerings or in other ways. The 
program requires 18 hours at the graduate level and in combination with 
other couTbes or pzx>grams may lead to the following degrees: 

1* MA in Modem Studies* 

18 hours of Modern Studies program. 

15 hours of approved hOO^or 600 level coursework, with at least 
6 hours in each of two of the following disciplines: art, 
histoxy, literature, music, philosophy, and speech/theatre. 

2. MA in Modern Studies and History, Philosophy, or literature. 

18 hours of Modern Studies program. 

12 hours of approved hOO or 600 level coursework in any one of 
the above rnree disciplines. 

3. HEd in Education and Modem Studies. 

18 hours of Modern Studies program. 
9 hours of Education core requirements. 
6 hours of approved electives. 

li. in Management and Modern Studies. 

18 hours of Modern Studies program. 
Q 21 hours of courses required for Certificate in Management* 
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The 18 graduate hours required in the Modem Studies progran consist of 
the following; 



6 hourai Background in 20-Contury Humanities. An introduction to the 

concept of the humanities, to the three supporting disciplines, 
and to the major ideas, events, values, and achievemsnta affect- 
ing and reflecting 20th-century man. 

9 hours I One 3-hour seminar each In history, literature, and philosophyi 
variable topics but focused on the 20th century. 

3 hours I An Independent study project or interdisciplinary "capstone" 

seminar relating the humanities to another aoadendc, a vocational, 
or professional field. 

Those entering the program must meat admission requirements as specified 
in the PSC Graduate Bulletin. A Hberal arts background with sore upper- 
level coursework in at least one of the three supporting dlsclpUnes is 
desirable but not essential. AppUcants will be screened individually to 
determine whether they seem adequately prepared to enter the program. 
Courses in the program are designed to be taken in the sequence indicated 
above, end those pursuing a degree are encouraged to follow the sequence. 
Upon approval of the program coordinator and the instructor (s) involved, 
however, any student admitted to graduate study at FSC may take any of 
the courses when offered, except for the independent study and inter- 
d:^ciplinary seminar. 

The aim of t' Is program ia to bring together several of the humanis- 
tic disciplines provide the student with a broad and integrated view 
of man and of the values, achievements, and potential that define human 
identity and add dimension to human eoqjerience. The focus of the pro- 
gram will be the humanities in the twentieth century. Although a car- 
dinal principle of humanistic study is the lasting, universal signifi- 
cance of all human - -jhievement— whether in thought, art, or action— this 
significance would seem to lie in the continued meaning and relevance of 
such achievement for the present. Also, since the humanities are so 
diverse and encon^jassing, a limited focna is necessary to give unity 
and coherence to the program. Though the program of course allows for 
the study of past human achievement, from whatever era, it would require 
that this be made relevant to twentieth-century man. 

V/e have structured the prcgr,am around history, literature, and 
philosophy for both practical and pedagogical considerations. Although 
these subjects do not exhaust the humanities, they are interrelated 
disciplines which have traditionally lain at the foundations of humanis- 
tic study. Among them they represent a full range of human interests 
and activities, drawing upon the social sciences, the natural sciences, 
and the arts and covering human institutions and events, the ideas and 
values that have informed these, and aesthetic acconplishments that 
embody them and reflect the continuity of human identity. Together thay 
can provide a perspective on the student's own time that he could not 
gain from the study of any one of them alone. 

It should be noted that the provision for the program's being 
combined ./ith career-oriented programs in education or nanagemnt toward 



an M.tkl. or I'.'.S. decree represents a deliberate attempt to link the study 
of the humanities with the more immediatelx' practical concerns of human 
life. 

The general structure of the program is based uuon our belief that a 
broad but intensive study of the period from an interdisciplinary perspective 
is desirable as an initial experience. With the background thus gained 
the^student is in a better position to profit from the more limited but 
in-depth studies emphasizing the content and perspecUve of one particular 
discipUne. As a terminal experience, the thesis or c^ stone seminar 
requires that the student synthesize and apply the results of his prior 
studies in the program with an eye to their value for his individual 
concerns and the total human enterprise. 

DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

Population 

Three distinct populations were surveyed. The first population consisted of 
undergraduate students who were majors in one of the three disciplines (English, 
History, and Modem Foreign Languages). No overall control was imposed on the 
distribution and collection of questionnaires for this population. Most students 
were contacted during a class session and were asked to respond to the question- 
naire. It is not known exactly hoK many students were contacted. Of those 
contacted, 106 presented a completed questionnaire which could be used in prepar- 
ing summary statistics. In the fall of 1975, there were exactly 200 majors in the 
three discipUnes. The return of 106 represents $3% of the majors in the dis- 
cipline. 

The second population consisted of selected pu:;llc school personnel in the 
Western >aryland counties of AUegay, Garrett, and Washington, and included 
superintendents of schools, assistant superintendents for instruction, pro- 
gram supervisors (secondary), principals of secondary schools, and the members 
of the Board of Education of each county. This populaUon lumbered 58 indi- 
viduals. Of the 58 individuals, h6 or 79.3^ returned a useable questionnaire 
(tvro mailings). 

The third population consisted of individuals of the tiiree-county region who 
had demonstrated both an interest in and leadership in promoting the humanities 
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in the region as a perfonp jr, patron, or sponsor of eventa in huinanities. Also 
included were those individuals who served in official capacities as members of 
arts Rouncils and coimnissions. This population numbered 29 individuals and of 
this nujober 27 or 93.1;^ retunted useable questionnaires (two mailings). 

The mail return rate of thase latter two populations was ^prcadmately 
6h% of the populations surveyed. This is a quite respecUble return for thia 
type of survey (Kerlinger, p. 397). 
Questionnaire 

All jnairibers of the indicated populations were supplied with copies of a 
questionnaire and the brief progrwj description. While the use of a questionnaii-e 
has its limitations, it is a useful device for gathering basic kinds of i.ifor- 
mation and it is an inexpensive „>8ans of assessment. Three separate question- 
naires were developod—one for each population. There was some overlap of items 
on the questionnaires.^ The questionnaires wore developed by the program planning 
comnclttee acting as a review panel, and were subject to two modifications and 
a iiinl^-ed field test before being prepared in final form. The three quesUon- 
nairee are in the appendix of this report. 

RESULTS 

Each questionnaire item is displayed in table form to allow for ease of 
examinaUon. Kost of the tables present the data in a way which facilitates 
straight-forward interpretation. 
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STUDENT POPUIATIONf - RESPONSES 



Table 1 

Would a Master • 8 Degree Program as proposed be a definite 
asset for Frostburg State College at this tiitie and in the 
. future? 



The program would bet 

A great asset 
An asset 
Undecided 
A Uability 
A great Uability 
. No response 

ToUl 



Number 




hh 




ha 


U5 


ih 


13 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


V5S 





Table 2 

Would you be attracted tv-* this program? 

hfumber J 

Tea 50 k7% 

No 21 20 

Undecided 33 31 

No response 2 2 

Total V5S 



Table 3 

If you were a permanent resident of this area, do you think 
that this kind of program would offer jrou a viable alter- 
native to the Master's degree in Education, the Master of 
Science degree in Management, and the proposed Master of 
Science degrees in Biology, WlldUfe> and Fisheries? 



The program does present an 

alternative 
The program does not present an 

alternative 
Undecided 
No response 

Total 



Number % 



36 


3W 


7 


7 


12 


11 


51 


kB 


155 
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Table U 



If you are not a pernaneut reeldent of thla area, would you 
be Intereeted in continuing your education at Froatburg to 
obtain a Mmtar of Lrt^ r^egree in Mod em Studiea? 



Very Intereated 

Marginally Intereated 

Undecided 

Not intereated 

No r%»0poDBe 

Total 



16 


^5% 






21 


20 


21 


20 




10^ 



D&ble 5 

WhJch of the four degree optiooa would aoet interest you? 

(check one or core) 



Nturiber % 

M.A. In Modem Studies 21 I8jf 
H.A. in Modern Studloa with ooncentratioa 

in a dlacipline 75 53 

M*Ed. in Education and Modern Studies 19 15 

M.S. in MuiageiDent and Modem Studies $ U 

Total. I5?5 "TOT 



Table 6 

Do you have either coursework in or a reading knowledge of 

a foreign language? 







Kuaber 


_i 


lee 




72 


68:1 


No 




30 


28 


Ho respons* 


Total 







11 



Tahla 7 

If you anfversd ''yes'* to tb« pravloua question, Indicate 



which innmgfli 

IVench i^ 39)( 

Germn 8 7 

Russian 1 1 

Spanish 21 20 

Other 1 1 

Mo response , 3? 

Total 106 100% 



Table 8 

Should a reading knowledj;e of a foreign language or the ooih 
pletion of four senesters of a foreign language ba required 
for tha Master »■ dmqvm Ip Modarii Studlea? 



NuBber $ 

!•• 42 39% 

Mo AO 38 

Qtadeoided 18 17 

lo response 6 6 

Total 106 1005^ 



Analysis of responses Indicates that there is oonsiderable interest ia 
the proposed program although the IsTal of interest is not orervhelalngly posl- 
tlT*, Many of the students vere undecided or failed to esit a response oonoem- 
ing several Icay items. The "no response " rate in Tables 3 end U tends to weaken 
the Talue of the renalnder of the InforBatioo in those two displays. The Boat 
useful infonatlon would appear to be found la Ikbles 1 and 5> 
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EDUCATION FOPUUTION RESPONSES 



Table 9 

Would It be dealrable for the M.Ed. In Education and Modern 
Studies to gain state and county approval as an eoual alter«- 
natlve to the M. Ed, in a apeolflc teaching field (eTg. Ehg«- 
llsh, Hletory}? (The proposed program would be regarded as 
tho equal of the degree In a discipline, not a collection 
of courses to be considered as Miaster*s equivalency). 



This equal status would bet 
Highly desirable 
Desirable 
Undesirable 

No opinion 
No response 

Total 







23 




12 


26 


9 


20 


1 


2 




2 
100* 



• Table 10 

Might any of the folloving aloo be aqceptable as an equal alternative to the M.Ed, 

vlth a concentration In a given discipline? _ 

' HO " 

YES NO NOT SURE RESPONSE TOTALS 

Alternatives i jJsjau, ^ Num. % Nub. % Nuic. % Num. % 

M.1. in Modem Studies 21 U5% 10 22% 10 2236 5 11J6 ^6 100$ 

M.A. In Modem Studies 

with concentration In 26 57 5 11 12 26 3 6 ^6 100% 
discipline 

M.S. in Manageaent and 15 33 * 5 11 18 39 8 17 ^6 lOOJt 

Modem Studies 
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liable 11 



In your opinion, would ft graduate with the Hi Ed. in Education 
and Modem Studies seen a moire desirable candidate for employ-^ 
sent than a graduate vith an M,Ed. and a oonoentration in a 
jilngl^ content area? 

The graduate of the program Hu»ber < 
would bet 

1 highly desirable candidate for 

employnent 13 26$ 

A desirable candidate for 

employment 15 33 

Unable to decide , 8 17 

A less desirable candidate for 

employment 7 15 

An undesirable candidate for 

employment 0 0 



No response 3 

Total Afo ^0O% 



More than sixty percent of the members of this population believe that an indi- 
vidual who possesses the proposed degree (M«Ed. option) is a desirable candidate for 
employment. This question appeared after the question about the equality of status 
of the pro^ ^sed program as compared to the M. Ed. degree in a specific teaching 
field. It would follow that the question of equal status be resolved in a foml 
manner with local boards of education acknowledging the equality of the ::f ore- 
mentioned programs. Perhaps such formal recognition should be iiwluded as p^ of 
a formal degree proposal. 

14 
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CITIZEN FPFUUTION RESPONSES 



Table 12 



Should a reading knowledge of a foreign language or the oocple- 
tlon of four aemeeteri of n foreign language be required for 
the Master *8 degree in Moder . Studiee? 









Y«a 


10 


37% 


Ho 


10 


37 


Not 8ure/Ko opinloa 


7 


26 


No Response 


0 


0 


Total 


27 


100J6 



liable 13 

Considering jour own circle of acqualntancee and the cocanu- 
nity in general^ which of the four options offered und^r the 
proposed program seem Bost attractive? (Check one or more) 



Options t Nunfcer % 

M.Ae in Modem Studies 13 30^ 

M«A« in Modem Studies with eon-> 

centration in a discipline 9 22 

M«£de in Education and Modem 

Studies 9 22 

M«S« in Management and Modem 

Studies 11 26 

Total "I? m% 



These two sets of responses are not especially revealing as the distribu-* 
tions of responses are such that no specific choices emerge as being represen- 
tative of a majority of respondents • 

15 
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The folli9wlng tables represent response sets to three questions asked of 
both the Education and Citlaen populations. The combined sets of responses 
are displayed. Depending upon the value one places on these particular 
questions, the responses generated nay present the most meaningful infonta- 
tion QontftiHAH in T^pnt^- 

COMBINSO EDUCATOR . CITIZEN RESPONSES 
Table U 



In your opinion, would the proposed Muster of Arts (M.A. ) degree in 
Modem Studies be of any distinct cultural and eiluoational value to 
the region and to thryland generally? 



Oiltural/Bducatlonal 
value would bet 


EDUCATORS 
^ JL 


CITIZENS 


TOTAL 
Num. 


Great 


U 31Jt 


11 AM 


25 3A$ 


Moderate 


19 41 


9 33 


28 38 


Difficult to detendne 


7 15 


6 22 


13 18 


1 il 


3 7 


1 4 


A 6 


Negligible 


1 2 


0 0 


1 1 


No response 

Total 




0 0 
27 lOOjt 


73 lOOjf 


Table 15 



In an era of constrained fiscal resources and in the light of the need 
for a variety of new programs in colleges such as Frostburg State Col- 
lege, would thei development and implementation of this proposed pro- 
gram be desirable? 
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The proposed program ls> 


I^DUCATORS 


CITIZENS 


TOTAL 


Num. %' 








Highly desirable 


18 39Jf 


12 


A5% 


30 


A-)% 


Moderately desirable 


U 31 


6 


22 


20 


28 


Undecided 


7 15 


5 


19 


12 


16 


Minimally desirable 


5 11 


2 


7 


7 


10 


Undesirable 


1 2 


2 


7 


3 


A 


No response 

Total 


W 100J6 


-IL 
27 


JL 

100^ 


-L 
73 


Toe? 


12 
1 6 



Table 16 

In your Judgment, does the proposed progrsa of study give evl* 
dence of the articulation of Instructional objectives which seek 
to strengthen the linkage betveen msin's 8^udy of his being and his 
culture> and man^s concern with his career and his future? 





BDUCATORS 


CITIZENS 


TOTAL 


Culture/Career linkage 
is demonstrated 1 


JiUBi. JL 


Sssom. -2. 


Num. % 


Qlstinctlj 


19 4.1% 


9 33* 


28 38% 


Generally 


21 46 


12 45 


33 45 


Vaguely 


5 11 


3 11 


8 11 


Not at all 


1 2 


0 0 


1 2 


No response 

Total 


0 0 
46 100% 


27 100% 


73 100% 



The data and information displayed above presents a relatively high level 
of direction in terms of percelTed cultural value of the pro.^osed program, 
desirability of the program, and linkage demonstrated liy the program betveen 
cultural/career concerns. The members of the population supplying the abovis 
responses are highly educated, lafomed, and olvio-^Blnded. Their responses 
require careful consideration as they represent populations external to the 
college yiho can be considered as providers of expert opinion^ 

SUMMARY 

The data presented herein may be used as raw material by program plan- 
ners/developers* Hich of the data* are useful for planning purposes and much 
of it cannot be used as many respondents chose not to respond in a mangier 
Indicating direction. Depending on criteria applied to these data, it appears 
that the proposed program is viewed as one that: has value; is desirable; 
should occupy a priority in college objectives; may attract several studentsj 
and, one that would be an asset to the community* 

17 
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Modern Studies 
A Tentative, Working Proposal 
9-15-75 



I. PfOffrw Descrlntlon 
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rtl«M!!^r*^'*" Studies: The Humanities in the 20th Century is an inter- 
disciplinary program focused on 20th-cencury man and jointly euoported 

Jiti^l^eTJTrT'^,'' f^llosophy, a'nd Enp^lsh, in lol^llUfn 

with the departments of Education aod Management. The program^ulres 

ILllZl f ^" combination with She^^o^e 

programs may lead to the following degrees: 

1. MA in Modern Studies. 

18 hours of Modern Studies prcrram. 

15 hours of flEEcsxai 400 or 6C^ level arsework, with at least 
!curs in ach of two of ihr^e disciplines of History, 
.'hiiopopny, and English. ^' 

2. in Modern StudleP and History, Philosophy, or English. 
18 hours cf Modem Studies program. 

L? hours of approved AOO or 600 level coursework in any on* 
of the above thr«e disciplinep. 

3. M.Ed, in Education and Modern Studies. 

18 hours of Modem Studie* program. 
9 hours of Education core requirements. 
6 hours cf approved electlves. 

4. MS in Management and Modem Studies. 

18 hours of Modem Studies program. 

21 hours of courses required for Certificate in Management. 

Of thl'mioSS^'' ^"^"'"^ ^-"^ Studies program consist 

6 hours: Background in 20th-century Humanities. An introduction to the 
ZTZ maloi'T'''^'' \° eupportlng^dlsclplines, 
TerlTotZiV^^^^^ achievements Vectmg 

9 hours: ^"^^-h our seminar in each of the three supporting disciplines; 
variablr topics but focused on the 20th century. 

3 hours: An independent study project or InterdisciplinBry "caostone" B«min«. 

work in at le.at o^e of ^lle th^ee J^™«?n^Hf^r',"f "PP^'-l^-l 
OBsentlal Cour... »k supporting disciplines Is desirable but not 

d"a?ed aicv^ tiLi^ '"'T'" *" ^"^^'^ '° ^^-.n In the sequencrin- 
abo,e, and those purmilng a degree ar. encouraged to foUow the sequenc.. 

20 
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Upon approval of the program coordinator and the instructop(B) involved 
however, any atudent admitted to graduate study at FSC may take any of the 
a^mr «^°«Pt Independent study and interdisciplinary 

II. Nasi £01: Value fi£ ^ ZCIflCM 
1. General value: 

^n ^^^'^ 2,000 years of educational daninanoe, the humanities have, 

ieirtfon / > declining of interest and ^upport^^^t leastln ' 

relation to career and empirically oriented studies. No doibt this decline 

""T^* continuing trend tovard career education 

and the fact that the relationship among curricula and disciplines conSnues 
decline ;h''°'^'i"J'''' ^5^° complementary. But whatever the reasons for^e 
decline, the weakening of the humanities' traditional place in higher education 
is oeing viewed with increasing concern-as several articles in ChanM 
t^^ZlnS. and other publications over the past year or co can demw^te. 
Srconcenro?^th'%?H''1*"'J''"^ °' recommitment to the hum^iUes and 

Jlfi^! ir ?r\!SJ!.r f^^^^^^l ^ ^^e purpose of higher education 
nSt !r individuals and society it serves. The concern is 

not limited to the question of whether too much emphasis is being placed on 
career raining; it also addresses itself often to the question of whether 
disciplines within the humanities have become so specialized and isolated from 

and J^^e^JIt a sufficlenUy broad 

3«fiJ« i. achievements, and potential that 

define the human identity and add dimension to human experience. The value 

■ i^L^K J° °^ "'^^"^ disputed in principle. However, they 

perSans ^einHf' "'Hr^^ '"^^ ^"""""'^ ^^J^^^' ^^e implicit questions 

fSnJjfon^ iimediate, practical value they are and of whether the 

b'isrv'i'ojji's^Lnc::.^^"^^' ^^"^^ -^-^ -^-'^^ 

The program here proposed offers at least a limited opportunity for a 
^eater commitment to the humanites, for an exploration of their particular 
value, for an Ant^rgipgAT^j^Q^ry study in them, and for a comolen,.g?Ir; "nnL,.. 
rLl ^ ?^T''f education. The program has no inteitlon of^ 

proselytizing insofar as the humanities are concerned. On the one hand it 
assumes that subjects and modes of study found meaningful for ove^ 5Cf ' 
tLt r^!"™' Justification of their value. On the other, it assumes 

that the meaning and value of the humanities for 20th-ct'ntury man should^ 
JSe hi^aS'uL «^i°"tion and demonstration. 7t al.o as^i^es Lt 

iSLJ^f^J 1 ? °^ profound human concern not covered by any 

K f ? ^^^^ i« particularly true of ideals and values- 

eni^jSf moral aesthetic-that often underlie and guide our hvlTn 

thn!^f; ? * monumental human achievements that embody and reflect 

Sth Z'^*? ^"^ humanities are holistic Ld syJtheUc. 

JnsJancr ?fk«'°" extending the concerns of other disciplines. Kr ' 

modmc^iiiJ .^^.^^^""^^"^"^'^^ humanities are interested in the 

modification of individual and group behavior resulting from Supreme Court 
decisions of recent decades, but the humanities must also be concerned ^Jh the 
concept of social Justice prompting those decisions a^ ?he cSunS ^f l 
nation with them. Like political science the humanities are i^teres^edfn the 

burJhrhZ:?!^''" r ? "'J''"^ regulating the processjf 0? ^ve^Lent, 

but the humanities must also be concerned with it as a literary and philosophical 
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achievement unique in human history. The understanding and appreciation of 
such concepts and achievements would seem not only a worthwhile end in itself 
but also instrumental to the endurance of those concepts and achievements. In 
centering on the twentieth century, the program hopes to explore the contemporary 
meaning of the humanities not ae a subject for leisurely apeailation but as one 
or both immediate and laPting significance for our lives. 

2, Value to the college and those it serves: 

Froatburg State currently offers an MS degree in Management and an 
MEd degree and erpects to initiate MS degrees in Fisheries, Forestry, Wildlife, 
and Biology. Tha proposed MA program would serve to complement and round out 
the college's graduate offerings, making fuller use of its staff and other 
resources. In combination with education or manat;en:erA, courses the program 
would also lead to the existing MEd and MS degrees. Ii making available an 
alternative degree prof ran and alternative possibilities within existing degree 
prcgraT.?, ths college can better meet the diverse needs and interests of those 
whom it servBS, especially within the surrourding area. 



III. Demand 

The demand for the propcced program appears promising. A survey conducted 
by Dr. Jae Choi, Director of Inatttutional Research at FSC, and publl-^ed In 
September 197^ indicates subetantial possible interest among persons in the 
tri-state area in a program such as the one proposed. Of the respondents to 
the survey (entitled Edugatgf'p Ssfidfi Agfgesm^n^ Prolect ) 168 were interested 
in an MA or MS degree, with 218 being interested in an interdisciplinary program; 
ii63 indicated that they would be taking courses in English, History, or Phdlosophy 
! !!®no^* ^^""here within the next three years. This survey was sent 

to 2,980 educators— teachers and administrators— of whom 1,972 responded. In 
several instances, students and potential students have expressed a desi - for 
a straight MA program but have had to settle for an MEd or go elsewhere. The 
£.ngli8h and History departments graduate ^5 to 50 majors each year, some of 
whom would likely be interested in purmiing further study in these fields and 
related fields. And the newLy approved Major in Philosophy will shortly be 
adding to this combined figure. One might note as well that existing under- 
graduate interdisciplinary courses have drawn well at FSC. Also, students 
pursuing an MEd degree with a concentration in English or History have made 
up a continuing, if slim, portion. of the total graduate enrollment. 

The broad base and felxibllity of the program should of course add to 
Its attractiveness. Pursued toward an MA the program would provide a sound 
background for further graduate study in one of the disciplines involved or 
for a variety of careers. Pursued toward an MEd or MS, it would compliment 
career-oriented coursework, providing the kind of background that should be an 
asset in seeking and performing a Job in teaching, educational administration, 
or general management. The attractiveness of the program should be enhanced in 
that it would require for entry no extensive, specialized training in the 
supporting disciplines. In requiring a baccalaureate degree for entry, it would 
as5ume trained, mature minds capable of grasping quickly basic terms and con- 
cepts particular to the disciplines involved. It would also assume, and could 
safely do so, at least some general familiarity with the three supporting 
disciplines of History, Philosophy, and English, since these are not simply 
specialiaed academic fields but interrelated subjecte basic to our ccmaon 
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ooltura* Also, It should be noteC t.yat though prograaa similar in soom 
respects do exist, this partioulAr i-rogram is unique in the state and area 
surrounding FSC. 

The courses offered in the program should appeal not only to parsons 
interested in purstdng a degree but also to those vho simply seek to broaden 
their knowledge and sharpen their intellects. And given the low cost of the 
program^in that it will be drawing upon already existing staff, resources, 
facilities, and other programs-^it can be undertaken with Tsry small risk 
and be allowed to demonstrate in practice its yiabili^. 



Resources 

Staff t The departments of History, S&glish, and Riilosophy have together 
a total of 18 staff members who hold the doctorate, seyeral of them with 
specialties in the modexm period and most with some publications. An addi- 
tional 5 or 6 mmbBTs are close to earning their doctorates* No additional 
staff would be necessary to undertake the program. 

Since enrollment in the proposed master's program would Tery likely remain 
small, it should result in no undue stinting of the undergraduate program in 
any of the disciplines involved* Indeed, since advanced studies tend to enhance 
the intellectual atmosphere of an institution, the undergraduate program mig^t 
well benefit indirectly, especially since the same professors would be teaching 
at both levels* 

Adndnistration of the program can be handled on a rotating basis by the 
heads of the three supporting departments, working with a coordinating 
committee* 

Library i Library holdings are currently adeqxiate to undertake a master's 
program of the kind proposed, with other holdings available through inter- 
library loan, and the library will shortly be moving into the new building, 
adding to available stiady space and other facilities* It should be noted, 
however, that budgetary support for the library and allocations to the given 
departments are becoming increasingly restrictive. With the cost of books and 
other educatioml materials going up continually, seriously diminished support 
for the library over an extended period would certainly weaken the effective- 
ness of the proposed gradtaate program, as well as that of existing graduate and 
undergraduate programs* 

facilities i Since courses in the proposed program would be offered mainly 
during evening hours and the sunaaer, there should be no difficulty with class* 
room space or related facilities* 

Other resources t The material needs of the proposed program are winly 
limited to books and duplicating capability, both of which are readily avail- 
able. Such audio-visual equipment as may be oooasionally used is also 
available* 



Costs 

Although it is a truism that actual costs almost always exceed anticipated 
ones, the monetary costs of initiating and maintaining the proposed program 
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could hardly be other than winimal. Not only are c^t^lays required for prograjna 
in the humanities (at least for the three disciplines concerned here) coi>sider- 
ably less than those required for the sciences or almost any other area of 
study, but the resources needed for the proposed program are already available. 
A specific budgetary figure can hardly be assigned to the program—not because 
the costs would be entirely negligible, but because they would be so indirect 
and diverse as to be practically unascertainable: a subscription or so for the 
library, plus some additional or at least different booksj a few extra supplies, 
stamps, etc, J a little more wear a^l tear on typewritei-s and other equipnentj 
the lighting of additional classrooms used in the eveningi and some additional 
clerical and aoministrative work, which would not reaulre additional personnel. 
No new faculty will be required j the current staffs (whose salaries are the 
major item of expense) will be able to carry on the program without stinting 
undergraduate offerings. In the main, the program would mean more work for 
those involved but little more monetary expeiisej and although reserves of time 
and energy are meager, a stiimxlating new program can usually call upon them. 

V/orth noting also is that projections nationwide are for urxJergraduate 
enrollments to decrease and graduate ones to increase throughout the near 
future, with adult education assuming a growing share of the enrollmput. 



General Mechanics 

1. Courses and instructors: 

6 . Background in 20th-century Humanities. Six credits. This course 
would first briefly define and trace the development of the humanities in 
education and would introduce basic terras, concepts, modes of stuc^y, and 
concerns peculiar to the three disciplines. The bulk of the course would 
be devoted to the study of the ideas, events, values, and achievements 
that define the identity of 20th-century man, with attention to seminal 
influences from the preceding century. Since the course is intended to 
provide general background, it should rely for evaluation purposes on 
exams and written reports and surveys rather than narrowly focused 
analyses or research papers. Required of all students working toward a 
degree in the program. 

The course would be team taught by three professors, one from each of 
yie supporting disciplines, preferably with specialties in the 20th 
century and on a continuing basis. They would Jointly woA out the format 
and assignments for the course, ^diich would be approved by a coordinating 
3Cinmittee representing each of the three disciplines. The course would 
ordinarily constitute one-fourth of each professor's regular twelve-hour 
load. 

6 * 6 , 6 ^. Seminare: History in the 20th Century, Philosophy in 

the 20thCentury, Literature in the 20th Century. Three credits each. 
Each of the above would be a variable topic seminar focusing on some 
limited aspect of 20th-century man, with attention to the inter-disciplinary 
nature of the pregram. Topics must be made relevant to but med not be 
confined to the 20th century. Since the humanities emphasize the universal 
identity of man and lasting value of his achievements, the significance of 
Plato, Shakespeare, or Marx to 20th-centur7 man should be topics as rele- 
vant as existentialism, the anti-hero, or the Bolshewik revolution. Required 
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of all studenta working toward a degree in the program. Earh aeitdnar would 
be designed by the individual professor teaching it and approved by the 
coordinating commit tee ♦ 

6 • Thesis^ Three credits. An independent research and writing project 
tEat attempts to explore the value of the humanities or their study for the 
other portion of the student's mastered program—whether one of the three 
supporting disciplines, education, or management. The project would be 
subject to the provisions of the current graduate handbcuk and additionally 
should be approved by the coordinating coarndttee* Either the thesis or the 
seminar de6cribed would be required of all etudeots worWLng toward a degree 
in the program. 

6 , vapstone Seminar. Three credits. An alternative to the thesis, this 

sSnlhar would be concerned with exploring the value of the humanities in rela- 
tion to one or more vocational, professional, or scientific fields and would 
require at least one long term paper. Preferably team taught by a couple of 
professors, each receiving three-hours time for it* Specific subject and 
format would be developed by the professor(s) involved and approved by the 
coordinating comittee. 

2. Administration: 

The heads of the three supporting departments would rotate administrative 
responsibilities for the program on a two or three year rotating basis, 
responsibilities being advising, scheduling, corresponding, and chairing 
the coordinating comndttee. The committee would consist of the three 
professors, one from each discipline, responsible for the introductory 
background course and of the three department beads. If possible, one 
or more students in the program would be selected to serve on the committee. 

3. Schedule of offerings: 

Fall '76: Background course 

Spring '775 Background course, one single discipline seminar 

Summer '77> 2nd term: Background course^ one single discipline seminar 

Summer '77, 3rd term: One single discipline seminar 

Thesis available on a continuing basis | capstone seminar offered once a 

year as enrollment dictates. 

Although students in the program would be encouraged to begin with the 
background course, the seminars in each discipline would be open to all 
qualified students. The thesis and capstone seminar would, however, be 
lijnlted to students completing the program. When a course la team taught 
during the euBmsr, the stipend would be split ainong the participating pro- 
fessors. 



VIL Objectives 

1. To identify, analyse, and evaluate the following: 

a. central philosophical concepts underlying 20th-centax7 aan^s views of 
himself and his world. 
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b, major hislcrlcal evcnto and forceo— aoclal, political, econcmic, 
technological— that have influenced or reflect his view of hlmseLf 
and hlfl vorld. 

significant literary creations that represent his view of hiroelf 
and his world. 

2. To ejqpiore the extent to which the huinanitieB in thercselves rerudn a 
viable mode of experience and education. 

3« To explore the relation and potential relation of tto humanities to 

human institutions and activities in general, particularly with respect 
to every-day concerns and responsibilities both on and off the Job, 

U. To define the basic values which have traditionally characterised the 
human and American identity and to examine any changes or discrepancies 
in these that may have occurred during this centuiry. 

5. To define one's own individual values and the extent to which these ve 
reflected in his life. 

The above objectives will be met through assigned reading that reflects 
ideas, events, values, and achievements relevant to th^ wriod, through the 
discussion of these in class, and through theioss, repo' 5, aiid examinations 
which demand that a student be in command of relevan 'ts and that he can 
formulate and support senerallj»atlons about 20th-cent*^ Aan, drawing upon 
the three supporting disciplines. 

In a program such as this, the learning results anticipated are not 
easily subject to behavioral statement or quantitative measure wnt. Nor 
can levels of proficiency or grading criteria be precisely specified. Tt 
remains for the individual professor to assess as honestly and objectively 
as possible the extent to irfiich the individual sttxlent has mat the objectives 
of each course and the program* 

It is hoped that the ultimate results of the program are persons vho 
hive an enlarged range of eDq)erlence; who better apprehend the nature of 
human freedom, limitation, and possibllltyj and who are more capable of 
independent, objective, and respdnsible thought and action as citizens, 
workers, family members, felloHmen, and individual human beings. That such 
results are relative, diversely achieved, and susceptible only of sub- 
jective evaluation, if any^ aalcQ them no less worthy of being striven for. 



VIII. Program Evaluation 

Each course in the program would be evaluated in accordance with the 
provisions of the Faculty Evaluation System approved by the college. Addi- 
tionally, students and instructors would be asked to criticise each course 
individually, on questionnaires prepared for that purpose and focusing on 
objectives, assignments, mode of instruction, etc. I^on and conditional to 
completion of the program, students would be required to write a brief essay 
on Hie value of the program in general, the extent to which it has achieved 
its stated objectives, any results is has had for them individually, airi ways 
in which it might be improved. It at all possible, former students would be 
contacted one or two years after their graduaUon aiid again be asked to offer 
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their opinion of the program and Its value to them* A copy of the essay 
written previously and a brief questionnaire would be uded for this purpose* 

The course evaluation required by the Faculty Evaluation ^stem would 
go to the Individual professor and his own deparhnent head. All other in- 
formation would go to the program^s coordinating committee, who would use 
it in their continuing effort to evaluate and lrr?)rove the program. Pro- 
fessors participating in the program would of course be Irwolved in this 
effort, and the information collected would be available to them and other 
interested and impropriate peraons* 



. Availability of other similar programs 

According to the Maryland Council on Higher Education, there are no 
truly similar programs in the stata. There doer eem to be a growing interest 
in interdisciplinary humanities programs around the country. Florida State 
University offers a PhD 1 the humanities and Stanford University a PhD in 
Modem Thought. The University of New York at Blnghanpton offers a Joint 
M/l/JfflA in history and management, and the University of New York at Purchase 
is solely committed to the humanities. Within the state there is the MIA 
degree program offered by Johns Hopkins. The program here proposed seems 
fairly distinctive, however, and, given Frostburg's location, would serve a 
population without immediate access to any almJlar program. 



Ratio nale for content and structure 



1. Why the 20th century? Although a cardinal principle of humanistic study 
is the lasting, universal significance of all human achievement— whether 
in thought, art, or action— this significance would seem to lie in the 
continued meaning and relevance of such achievement for the present. 
Also, since the humanities are so diverse and encompassing, a limited 
focus is necessary to give unity and coherence to the program. Though 
the program of course allows for the stucfy of past human achievement, 
from whatever era, it would require that this be made relevant to 20th- 
century man and the stated objectives of the program. Another practical 
consideration, concerning the attractiveness of the program, is that 
students tend to be most interested in that i*iich relates to their own 
time. Perhaps too often in their educational experience, past human 
achievenfints— historical, philosophical, or literary— have seemed to 
represent merely that and thus to be isolated, antiquated, and of interest 
mainly in and for their own sake. Although "relevance" has become a much 
abused educational cliche, it is of necessity a basic educational principle, 
especially as applied to the apprehension of that which is of eraiurlng 
rather than immediate and transitory sd^nlllcance. 

2. Why history, philosophy, and literature? Again, there are both practical 
and pedagogical considerations. Although these subjects do not exhaust 
the humanities, they are interrelated disciplines which have traditionally 
lain at the foundations of humanistic study. Among them they represent 

a full range of human interests and activities, drawing upon the social 
sciences, the natural sciences, and the arts and covering human institu- 
tions and events, the ideas and values that have informed these, and 
aesthetic accomplishments that embody them and reflect the continuity 
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of th3 human identity. Together they can prow^ide a perspective on 
the student's own tiirje that he could not gain from the study of one of 
them alone. Practically spiwiking, tiie combination of the three dis- 
ciplines increases the Uklihood of a respectable enrollment, which 
neither discipline might alpne sustalnj and yet the participating 
departments are sufficiently few to permit a well-integra-oed, articulated, 
and coordinated program. PVurther, these three disciplines require no 
specialised equipmetxt or faolUtles and little In the way of specialised 
technical training. 
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(conqpleted by studerrts) 

. NEHDB ASSESSMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
for a 

Master of Arts (M.A. ) Degree in Modern Studies 

at 

ProstbuTR State College 



Students : 

You can assist your college in determining its future program ccmitments. 
Please resporxi to the following item and write any additional oomiDents which you 
believe will assist the faculty and staiff in evaluating: the potential of the pro- 
posed pxn>gram in Modern Studies, Thank You* 

A, Nane ^ ^ ^ (Note; This section is 

Class ^ optional, but would be 

Major helpful if completed). 



B. Would a Master's degree program as proposed be a definite asset for Prostburg 
State College at this time and in the future? (Check one responee) 

1» The program would be a great asset. 

2. The program would be an asset , 

3. Difficult to decide. 

The program would be a liability . 

The program would be a great liability . 

Why? (Write in this space) 



C. Would you be attracted to this program? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3» Not sure/No opinion 

Why? (Write in this space) 



D. If you are a permanent resident of this area, do you think that this kind of 

program would offer you a viable aj^ternative to the Master's d-sgree in Education, 
the Master of Science degree in Management, and the proposed Master of Science 
degrees in Biology, Wildlife, ancj Fisheries? 

1. The program does present an alternative. 

_____ 2. The program d^oes not present an alternative. 
3. Not sure. 



Why? (Write in this space) 
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. If you aire not a permanent resident of this area, would you be interestpd in 
contimtlng your education at Froatbur^ to obUin a Master of Arts dei^ree in 
Modern Studies? ^ 

!• Yes, I ain very interested. 

^ 2. Yes, I am marginally interested. 

3. Not sure/No opinion. 

. li • No, I am not interested . 

Vfiiy? (Write in this space) 



Which of the four decree optlona would most interest you? (Check one or mow.) 
^ 1» M.A. in Modern Studies 

2. M.A. in Modern Studies with a concentration In: 

(1) History 

(2) Philosophy 

(3) Li terature 

. 3. M.Ed. in Education and Modem Studies 

. M.Sc. in Management and Modem Studies 



0. 



Do jrou have either coursework in or a reading knowledge of a foreign language? 



1, Yes 

2. No 



If "yes," which language? 



1. French 
2* German 



How many semesters of this language? 



1. 1 or 2 semesters 

2. 3 or Ij semesters 



3* Russian 
li« Spanish 



$• Other 



3» 5 or 6 semesters 

li. more than 6 semesters 



H. Should a reading knowledge of a fore:ljn Uncage or the completion, of four 

semesters of a ' — ^ ' - 

Modem Studies' 



semesters of a foi-elgn Unguage be rtl ulred for the Master's decree in 
Studies? \ * 



1. Yes 

2, No 
3» Mot au: 



Thank you for yoil* assistance. _ 



i/Ho opinion 



ERIC 



(Sent to educators) 



NEEDS ASSESSMENT QUE.STIONNUHE 
For A 

Master of Arte (M.A.) Degree in Modem Studies 

At 

FROSTBURQ STATE COLUSQB 

To the Respondent: Several of the items below require only a check mark; other 
items offer you the opportunity to respond in some detail. We encourage 
your response as this infonnation will provide the foundation of our plan- 
ning. We ask that you identify yourself (for reference purposes) but you 
may choose to remain anonymous. In either case, be assured that your 
responses to these questions aanq highly valued* 

A. In your opinion, would the proposed Master of Arts (M.A.) degree in Modem 

Studies be of any distinct educational and cultural value to the region and to 
Maryland generally? (please check one response) 

The value of this proposed program for the region and the state j 

1. would be great 

2. would be moderate 

3. would be difficult to dstemlne 

U. would be minimal 

5. would be negligible 

Explanation/Coiranent? (write in this space) 



B. In an era of constrained fiscal resources and in the light of the need for a 
variety of new programs in colleges such as Frostburg State College, would the 
development and implementation of this proposed program be desirable? 



1. Such a program is highly desirable 

2. Such a program is moderately (ieeirable 

3. Desirability is dif ficiat to determine' 

km Such a program has min^*^l daairabllity 

5. Such a program is undtoslrabie """^ 

£3qplanation/Comment7 (write in this space) 



In your judgment, does the proposed program of 8tu<^ give evidence of the 
articulation of instructional objectives which seek to strengthen the linkage 
between man*s study of his being and his culture, and Ban's oono«rn with his 
career and his future? 

The proposed program: 

1. distinctly demonstrates this linkage 

2. generalLv (demonstrates 

3. lagllfily deiDonstrates this linkage 
U. does not demonstrate this linkage 
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(2) 



Urn In your Judgnentj who (or^ yhtit groups of people) might hAre an interest In 
enrolling in the propoaed program? That is, indiTiduala fpo» what specific 
clientele groups might seek to enroll in the proposed program? (list here) 



B« Would it be desirable for the M.Ed, in Education and Modem Studies to gain 
state and county i^pproval as an equal alternative to ths M.Bd. in a apeoific 
teaching field (e.g. English, History)? (The proposed program would be regarded 
as the 6qual of the degree in a discipline, not a collection of ooursea to be 
conaidered as master's equivalency)* 



This equal status would bet 



1. hi,ghly desirable 

2. desirable 

3. undesirable 
no opinion 

F. Might any of the following also be acceptable as an equal alternative to the 
N«Ed. with a concentration in a given wiaclpllne? 

Yea No Not Surs 

— — — Modem Studies 

2m M.A. in Modem Studies with a concentration in 

(1) Histoiy 

(2) Philosophy 

(3) Literature 

3» M.So. in Management and Modem Studies 



0. In your opinion, would a graduate with the M.Ed. In Education and Modem Studies 
seem a more desirable candidate for e]i;)loyiQont than a graduate with an M.Ed, 
and a concentration in a single content area? 



The graduate of the program would bet 



1. A highly desirable candidate for eaq>loymsnt 

2. A desirable candidate for exqployment 

3* Unable to decide 

U. A less desirable candidate for enploymant 
5. An undesirable candidate for employment 



H. Can you offer any suggestions aa4/or criticisms concerning any aspect of the 
proposed program? (write below) 



I. Would you object to your responses to the above questions beli\g used or referred 
to when and if the program is presented to the Board of Trustees of the State 
Colleges of Maxyland and the Maryland Council of Higher SduoatlonT 



1. Tee, I would object 

2. No, I would not object 



Identifications Name 



Position or Professional Status 

> 



I ^ Thank you for your asslstanoe- n^eMe^retum complete^ qiaestlonnalre in envelope 



(Seat to cltl«e:a) 



NEEDS ASSESSMENT QuTiSTIONNAIRE 
For A 

Master of Arts (M.A.) Degree in Modern Studies 

At 

FR03TBURC STATE COLLEGE 

To the Respondent: Several of the Items below require only a check markj other 
itema offer you the opportunity to respond in some detail. We encoirape 
your response as this infonnation will provide the foundation of our plan- 
ning. We ask that you Identliy yourself (for refere^.ce purposes) but you 
may choose to remain anonymous. In either case, be assured that vour 
responses to these questions are highly valued. 

A. In your opinion, would the proposed Muster of Arts (M.A.) degree in Modern 

fenei!?W7 ( ^^^J^'^f* Cultural value to the i^glon and to Maryland 
generally? (please check one response) 

The cultural value of this proposed program for the repion and the state: 

_______ 1. would be great 

______ 2. would be moderate 

3. would be difficult to detemdne 

li. would be minimi 

. 5. would be negligible 



Explanation/Comment? (write in this space) 



B. In an era of constrained fiscal resources and in the Ujht of the r»eed for a 
variety of new programs in collfigea such as Frostburg State College, would 
the development and implenentatian of this proposed program be desirable ? 

!• Such a program is highly desirable 

2. Such a program is moderately desirable 

3. Desirability is dlFTIcuTTto determine 



_ ii. Such a program has TTdr.lmel ^ oslrabillty 
_ 5. Such a program is undeslrabift 



Explanation/Comment? (ifrtte in this apace) 
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C. In your Judgment, does the proposed program of study give evidence of the 

articulation of instructional objectives which seek to strengthen the Hnkajre 
between man's study of his bein^ and his culture, and man's concern wiUi 
his career and his future? 

The proposed program t 

^ !• distinctly demonstrates this linkage 

2. generally demonstrates this linkage 

3. vaguely demonstrates this linkage 

doea not demonstrate this linkage 
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D. In your Judgmont, who (or, what groupa of paople) ndgjit have an interest 
in enrolling in the proposed program? That is, individuals from what 
specific clientele groups might seek to enroll in the proposed prosnram? 
(list here) 



S. Should a i'eading knowledge of a foreign language or the cowpletion of four 
semesters of a foreign language be required for the Master's degree in 
Modem Studies? 

^^^^ 1. Tes 

ZZZI 2- No 

3, Not sure/No opinion 



F# Considering your own cirole of acquaintances and the comnunitj in general. 
Which of the four options offered under the proposed program seem most 
attractive? (Check one or more), 

1. M.A. in Modem Studies 



2. M.A» in Modern Studies with a concentration ini 

(1) History 

(2) Philosophy 

(3) literature 

3. M.Bd. In Education and Modern Studies 
li« M.Sc. In Hfinagement and Modern Studies 



Can you make any suggestions and/or crtticisms concerning any aspect of the 
proposed program? (write below) 



H. Would you object to your responses to the above questions being used or 

referred to when and if the program is presented to the Board of Trustees of 
the State Colleges of Maryland and the Maryland Council of Higher Education? 

1. Yes, I would object 

2. Hop 1 would hot object 



Identiflcationx Name 

Position or Professional Status^ 



-Thank you for your asslstance- 
^ Please return the oonpleted questionnaire In the envelope provided. 
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